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ABSTRACT 

 
The “River Plate Estuary” is formed by the confluence of the Rivers “Uruguay” and  “Paraná”. 
The three most important tributaries of the Paraná-river are the River Paraguay, the River 
Paranaíba and Rio Grande. This very large river basin reaches the center of the South American 
continent. It is of great importance for the economies of Brazil, Bolivia, Paraguay, Argentina and 
Uruguay, but most of all to Argentina. Good proof of its importance can be found in the RIVER 
PLATE SHIPPING GUIDE of the “Centro de Navegación”, which groups Ship-Owners 
representatives in Argentina. (See www.riverplateshipping, where very important information can 
be found about ports and inland transport, with details of all ports of the River Plate Basin). 
 
It is a well-known fact that “transport by water” inherently is the cheapest mode of 
transport, when all costs are counted to make it possible to move a cargo from one place 
to another, including the costs of infrastructure. Therefore almost all regions in the world are 
making more and better use of their waterways. But the potential of this river-system is not 
used by Argentina. Only 1% of the grain-exports shipped in 2014 from Rosario arrived by 
barges. Of the domestic cargoes, only a small part of the transport of petroleum-products is 
carried by tankers. The “Port of Buenos Aires and Exolgan” moves 85 to 90 % of all containers 
of the country. It is estimated that in 2015, the modal split of all movements will be about 93% by 
truck, 5 to 6% by rail and about 1% by barge. The most important highway of Argentina, Route 9 
or “Panamerican Highway” is a toll-road, with constant maintenance. From Rosario to Buenos 
Aires, (about 300 kilometers), it runs parallel to the River Parana. This part has the densest 
traffic of heavy cargoes in Argentina. Notwithstanding the constant and good maintenance, there 
are always parts where heavy trucks have left their grooves. Certainly many improvements can 
be made, both for export-related activities as well as for “domestic transport” of Argentina. 
Also the river-transport of minerals and grains from Brasil, Bolivia and Paraguay, can be 
improved. Therefore the problems which are causing this proven under-utilization of the river-
system must be studied. Certainly models of other regions, especially the intensive use of the 
River Rhine, will contain valuable lessons for the countries of the River Plate Basin. 
 
The cooperation in the River Rhine commenced already in a Congress in Vienna in 1818 and 
was followed by the Convention of Mannheim in 1868. Finally the formation of the Central 
Commission on Navigation in the Rhine of 1963, was one of the completing steps. The five 
countries of the River Plate Basin made several similar endeavors. The first one was an 
International Water Law Project signed in April 1969 "Treaty of Brasilia for the River Plate 
Basin". In 1989 a protocol was attached to this Treaty and the "Intergovernmental Committee 
for the Hidrovía Project of the Parana –Paraguay” was created. Besides this "Treaty", 
several Ministerial meetings took place in 1987, 1988, 1992, 2000, 2001 and 2002. Finally the 
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so-called "Agreement of Las Leñas" (or also called of "Santa Cruz de la Sierra") was signed in 
2002, in which the Treaty of Brasilia and all its protocols were re-written. (“Agreement on 
River-transport in the Hidrovía Paraguay-Paraná” (Puerto Cáceres - Puerto Nueva 
Palmira). The fundamental “starting-points” were: Insert this treaty in the treaty of Montevideo of 
1980 (Creation of  ALADI".( LATIN AMERICAN INTEGRATION ASSOCIATION). New norms 
were written to make navigation more efficient, modernizing the activities in order to make the 
region more competitive, etc. 
3 liberties were established: Liberty of navigation, liberty of transit and of transferences. 
(transshipments).  In 2007 an important meeting took place to put this endeavor under the 
umbrella of I.R.R.S.A., an entity created to coordinate the construction of infrastructure in all 
countries of South America. But notwithstanding all these agreements, the present situation is 
very far from satisfactory. The objective of this paper is, to find proposals how the countries 
should approach the problems and organize their studies.  This Smart Rivers Conference is 
considered to be a perfect event to do this. 
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